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CROP CODE
IRRIGATION CODE

POINT LABELING SYSTEM

CT-COTTON
CN-CORN
WH-WHEAT
GS-GRAIN SORGHUM
SB-SOYBEANS
HG-HAY GRAZER
OT-OTHER

PV-PIVOT
FW-FURROW
DP-DRIP
SR-SIDEROLL
NO-NO IRRIGATION

CROP CODE IRRIGATION CODE

¢

High: 8.7 (Wetter)
Medium: 5.1
Low: 1.4 (Drier)

INCHES OF AVAILABLE MOISTURE IN THE SOIL
(WATER IN THE SOIL)

Survey Conducted January 28 to February 22, 2011
High Plains Underground Water Conservation District No. 1

0-5 Ft. Available Value
Inches

Soil Moisture 
Monitoring Sites
Not Yet Established
For Swisher County
Following Nov. 2010
Annexation Into
High Plains UWCD

redder areas are drier (less available 
moisture or higher deficit moisture) 
and the greener areas are wetter 
(more available moisture or lower 
deficit moisture).

The color pattern shows there 
are some sites with much drier (red-

der color) or wetter (greener color) 
than the surrounding sites in the 
area.  Typically, this can be caused 
by limited rainfall, a failed crop in 
2010, different management or crop 
than nearby sites, or a difference in 
irrigation (irrigated versus dryland).

The pre-plant soil moisture 
survey indicates general trends in 

soil moisture within the district.  
Because of this, producers are 
encouraged to check soil moisture 
conditions in their own fields prior 
to planting. 

An illustrated step-by-step 
procedure to determine soil 
moisture is found in the Water 
District’s Water Management 

Note, Estimating Soil Moisture 
by Feel and Appearance.  

Printed copies are available 
by contacting the Water District 
at (806) 762-0181 or by e-mail at 
info@hpwd.com.

A PDF file of the document is 
available on-line at www.hpwd.
com/downloads. 

Producers should check soil moisture in their fields prior to planting

Public
Comments

Here are just a few of the many 
comments provided to the High 
Plains Water District Board of 
Directors during the five public 
meetings:

“You got our attention…now step 
back and be reasonable.”  

Ben Scott Jr., Dimmitt

“I think the district should slow 
down and develop good rules, 
and consider the intended and  
unintended consequences. Allow us 
to learn how to apply the require-
ments before regulation.” 

Tony Beauchamp, Bovina

“We can pay now or pay later—but 
we are going to have to start paying 
toward water conservation if we’re 
to pass anything on to the future...
We’ve got to start controlling abuse 
of the natural resource.”

Craig Solomon,Vega

“Water banking is a good idea. If 
we put on 15 inches in a season 
and need two more inches to finish 
a good crop but can’t because of 
restrictions and then lose the crop, 
that’s not efficient water use at all.” 

Charles Schlabs, Hereford

“Treat everyone equally. Don’t 
punish the high decline areas when 
everyone in the district should  
conserve water as well!” 

Coy Myrick, Nazareth

“The High Plains Water District 
plays an important role in water 
policy for this region.  And while 
you may not agree with what is 
being presented here today, it is 
probably best to have local control 
rather than state or federal control 
of groundwater,” 

Glenn Schur, Plainview

“Conservation will improve the 
economy.  Some say they bought 
and paid for their land—and no one 
should tell them how to use it.  We 
must all work together to save the 
land they paid for in order to benefit 
the agricultural community.” 

Weldon Melton, Plainview
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